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  Chair and CEO Joint Statement

This year’s Chair and CEO statement will be a little different because our Chair, 
Simon Duffy, is stepping down as his tenure limit under the JGIA Constitution has 
been reached. We felt it befitting his nine year term that he reflected on the last 
decade with JGIA.

I write this, my final annual report as Chair of the Jane Goodall Institute 
Australia, with a huge amount of pride and appreciation.

I started my journey with JGIA in August 1997. I was 21 years old, and thanks 
to many amazing leaders, including Polly Cevallos, founding CEO and Board 
Director of JGIA, I was invited to help organise an event for hundreds of high 
school students to hear Jane’s story on Jane’s first visit to Australia. That night 
I found myself sitting at an intimate kitchen table, having dinner with Jane and 
some of my colleagues. I felt so much gratitude at this time.

Obviously, we all know that Jane is a very intelligent human. One of her 
many talents is that she inspires, and then compels people to help achieve 
her vision and purpose. We know that she does this all around the world 
through her talks and conversations. Another talent is that she expresses her 
appreciation, and compels individuals, through beautifully handwritten notes. 
I again had so much appreciation when I received one of these in 1997 post the 
event and dinner. It said thank you, hear your heart, and stay with us for this 
important work.

26 years later I feel so much appreciation and gratitude for having had 
the opportunity to work with Jane and JGIA on her tours to Australia, in 
the sanctuaries with the orphaned chimpanzees and local communities in 
Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and the Republic of Congo 
and for the past nine years as Board Director and Chair of JGIA. I’ve had 
experiences that most people only dream of but more importantly I’ve had the 
opportunity to help change lives for the better for both wildlife and people. 

I want to say thank you to many for my time as Director and Chair of JGIA. 
This year Deputy Chair Michelle Shepherd, Treasurer Anna Chung and 
I all reached the maximum term of nine years for Board Directors under 
the Constitution. I know that I speak for the three of us when I say that we 

have such a strong sense of pride for all that we three, and our fellow 
Directors, helped guide, lead and achieve during the nine years. It has been 
transformative, and we step off the Board feeling confident and excited that 
the new Board will continue to support CEO James Forbes and the team and 
lead JGIA to create an even greater impact. 

JGIA has again achieved so much this past year. We thank James and the 
entire team for their unwavering commitment and effort. I also welcome new 
Chair, Tim Lo Surdo. Tim comes to JGIA with passion, drive and expertise that 
will ensure that he succeeds in the role as Chair and JGIA will benefit from this.

So much to be proud of and so much to be grateful for. This will not be the end 
of my time with JGIA. I will find new ways to stay with Jane and JGIA as I was 
invited and compelled to do after meeting Jane in 1997.

Thank you for your service, Simon. You have done Jane and JGIA proud alongside 
Michelle and Anna. We wish you all the best for your future and at the same time 
welcome Tim Lo Surdo into the role of Chair as JGIA enters the second half of its 
second decade.

 To all our funders, staff and volunteers, we say an enormous thank you to you all for 
the way in which you continue to invest funds, time and energy into this important 
work that underpins Jane Goodall’s call to arms for us all: that every person matters, 
every person makes a difference. 

 We are committed to continuing to strive to deliver impact and JGIA’s purpose; this 
Annual Report lays out the depth and breadth of that impact.

Simon Duffy 
Chair

James Forbes 
CEO
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  A Letter from Jane

Inspire
I write this letter from a place of hope. Hope and determination. It is true that the 
bad news – political, social and environmental - bombarding us almost daily can 
be overwhelming. These are grim times as we face terrible declines in species and 
biodiversity, as well as the devastating impacts of climate change and the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. Not surprising that some people have all but given up, feel 
hopeless and helpless as in the face of an approaching tsunami or cyclones. But if we 
get together to tackle the problems we can, and must succeed in healing some of the 
harm and at least slowing down climate change.

Nature is resilient
In 1960 when I began working with the chimpanzees in Tanzania’s Gombe 
National Park it was part of the great equatorial forest belt that stretched across 
Africa. By 1990, when I flew over Gombe I saw that the park was then a small 
island of remnant

forest and all around the hills were bare. And so in 1994 the Jane Goodall Institute 
initiated an ongoing program working with the local people to help them find ways 
of living without destroying their environment. Tacare is our method of Community

Based Conservation. In 104 villages volunteers are trained to use smart phones, and 
monitor the health of the village forest reserves, home to most of Tanzania’s wild 
chimpanzees. They understand that preserving the forest is as much for their own

future as to save wildlife. There are no bare hills today, and the villagers are our 
partners in conservation. Tacare is now in 6 other African countries.

Young people can be a powerful force
In 1991, we began Roots & Shoots (R&S) when 12 high school students came to discuss 
local problems with me at my home in Dar es Salaam. Now we have groups in more 
than 65 countries. Over the last year, the Australian Chapter of JGI has continued to 
make significant strides in spreading a message of hope through action, despite the 
challenges of the pandemic.

I would also like to pay special tribute to all the volunteers at JGIA who make 
much of this work possible. They include Bill Waterer, Andrea Stiglingh, Miranda 
Braakhuis, Debbie Tanzer, Lit Wei Chin, Vineeta Gupta, K-Lynn Smith, Peta Wilson, 
Ellie Zillfleisch, Joanne Carroll, Jessica Vize, Robyn Hittman and the 2022 Bill 
Waterer Awardee, Mahima Kalla, and countless others. My warmest thanks are 
extended to you all.

It is the young people who give me the most hope, with their enthusiasm, 
commitment and hard work. I am also inspired by the resilience of nature and the 
amazing innovations of science. We can and we must learn to live in harmony with 
the natural world. We are part of it and depend upon it for our very existence. Just 
pause and imagine how much we can accomplish if we all get together and move 
from discussing problems to taking action to solve them. And I’m proud when I hear 
that JGI and R&S Australia is doing just that every day.

Thank you for supporting the work of JGI Australia and for your contributions 
towards a healthy planet for all.

Dr. Jane Goodall 
PhD, DBE, Founder, Jane Goodall Institute & UN Messenger of Peace
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  Thank you

We would not be here without the generosity and passion of our partners.

To every volunteer, donor, fundraiser, teacher, student, and to all our corporate, 
government, and non-government partners that support us to continue Jane’s 
work and spread her messages of hope, we are truly grateful. 

You are the reason we are here. We cannot thank you enough.

Photo: Morten Bjarnhof
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  Our Strategic Plan

This marks the final stage of Phase 3 of our ten-year strategic plan. Over the last 
decade, we have demonstrated the significant growth of programs that have an 
impact both here in Australia and those that support chimpanzee conservation 
across Africa.

Across the 2022-2023 financial year, we have continued to execute this strategy 
but have seen a decrease in revenue compared to the previous financial year.

This result is due to a tougher environment for charitable giving and partnerships, 
despite a continued and coordinated strategic approach to the development 
of sound proposals that appeal to a range of philanthropic, corporate, and 
government funding bodies.

Our 2023-2026 Strategic Plan has been developed, and we intend to build on the 
great work that the board, staff, and volunteers have undertaken to date, further 
developing JGIA as an organization making significant inroads into the conservation 
and education sectors in Australia.

Objective
For JGIA and its projects to become financially independent, with a strengthened brand  
awareness and base of empowered young Australians to create impact and significantly 

increase contribution to JGI’s Africa program by 2023.

Our Three Phase Strategy and Targets

Phase 3
Impact: Demonstrable impacts & influence

Target: 2020-2023

Demonstrate the impact of our Roots & Shoots 
program and contribute on a more significant level 
to JGI’s Africa Programs.

We aim to continue funding our projects in 
chimpanzee host countries in Africa, as well 
as build a strong base of empowered young 
Australians making change locally.

Phase 2
Sustainability: Financial sustainability and 
brand awareness

Target: 2017-2020

We have transitioned the organisation away  
from dependence on revenue created from Dr. 
Jane Goodall’s tours and events, and establish 
JGIA as a well-known environmental organisation 
in Australia.

Phase 1
Foundations: People, systems & operations

Target: 2014–2017

We’ve established sound governance operational 
systems and processes to allow us to execute our 
fundraising and advocacy plans.
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  What We Do

Since we began in 2007, JGIA has worked to advance the vision and work of our 
founder, Dr. Jane Goodall to lead a conservation movement for the common good. 

This vision builds on our connections with each other, our fellow species, and the 
natural world we share. Following in the trailblazing footsteps of Dr. Goodall, we 
inspire hope through action - encouraging Australians and people from around the 
world to join us in taking care of the planet we call home.

At JGIA we have two main program areas that we support and fund:

Our Roots & Shoots Program empowers young Australians and equips them with the 
tools, motivation and support they need to address the problems that matter most 
to them. We create an ever-expanding network of Australians, connected with their 
global counterparts, who are inspired to be change-making global citizens.

Our Africa Programs conserve and protect chimpanzees, their natural habitat and 
surrounding communities in Africa. Our community-centered conservation programs 
include a range of activities from basic needs such as education, health and water 
sanitation to park rangers who protect animals from poachers. We also support 
chimpanzee sanctuaries which provide a lifelong home to orphaned animals.

Africa Programs

Roots & Shoots
Australia
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  Advocacy

Throughout the year, with the direction and support of Board Committee Member, 
Zara Bending, JGIA advocated on several matters.

2023 marks the ten-year anniversary of the formal establishment of JGI Global. 
JGIA continues to play a major role in designing and executing JGIG’s ForeverWild 
program to end wildlife trafficking. 

Zara Bending of JGIA serves as an expert in residence on illegal wildlife trade and 
representative to the Global Initiative to End Wildlife Crime (EWC), which is chaired 
by John E. Scalon AO, former Secretary-General of CITES. Alongside fellow EWC 
Champions and JGI chapters around the world, JGIA advocates for a world-
first global wildlife crime agreement, specifically a Protocol to the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC). Reports from the 
32nd session of the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice convened in Vienna, Austria in May of this year indicate that momentum is 
building, and Member States are favourably disposed to exploring what such an 
agreement would entail. 

Through Zara, JGIG also took part in a global horizon scan led by the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI). RUSI is the world’s oldest and the UK’s leading defence and 
security think tank. This engagement resulted in the co-authorship of an Occasional 
Paper entitled the ‘Future of Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing Trends in a 
Warming World’.

Now in its fifth year as a mainstay of Global’s efforts to coordinate and amplify the 
efforts of national JGI chapters, the ForeverWild Team adopts a holistic approach to 
understanding and combating wildlife trafficking. This includes addressing the threats 
posed by zoonosis, corruption, and organised crime; the role of social media; and 
concerns for the welfare of individual animals.

Global Initiative to End Wildlife Crime Chair, John E. Scanlon AO with  
JGIA Board Committee Member, Zara Bending at Taronga Zoo in July 2023.
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  Roots & Shoots Overview

What an incredible year it’s been for Roots & Shoots Australia! We’re excited to have 
officially launched a team in every state and territory, including welcoming Joanne 
Carroll into the inaugural role as Northern Territory Coordinator. We also welcome 
Jessica Vize and Lit Wei Chin as State Coordinators in Victoria & New South Wales, 
respectively. Our state teams have filled the year with creative and diverse events, 
from tree planting days to seabird nesting site regeneration, koala field days to 
numbat conservation projects, Botanic Gardens education events to coastal beach 
cleans, and everything in between!

We’ve seen the National Youth Leadership Council multiply across the country, 
with youth leaders engaging in mentoring, peer-to-peer learning, leadership 
development retreats and more! We’re also excited to welcome Phuong To as our 
newest NYLC coordinator. In exciting news, we’ve seen a brand new regional NYLC 
cohort in partnership with Sydney Zoo established: This team has been led by Mary 
Pilkinton, Ashleigh Kuznetsoff and Nabilah Chowdhury, and we’ve been deeply 
inspired by their events featuring DIY projects, wildlife encounters and leadership 
development sessions.

Finally, our Roots & Shoots Australia community features a series of innovative 
projects connecting youth across Australia and beyond, leveraging our global 
network of over 1.5 million Roots & Shoots youth members! Global Pen Pals has 
continued to establish connections, uniting R&S youth members in friendships across 
the world. The Dear World team has produced a beautiful book featuring letters 
from world leaders and youth illustrations from around the globe. Return To Nature 
nature-based wellbeing resources continue to be piloted successfully across the 
country, and our Mini Grants projects continue to shine in each state and territory!

Miranda Braakhuis has piloted a life-saving Jane Goodall Institute Australia blood 
donation team, and we’ve launched a Global Alumni Network with youth R&S 
members! We are thrilled to see hope inspiring action across Australia!

It’s truly a privilege and a joy to serve this community, and I’m genuinely inspired by 
our members each and every week. A special thank you for the vital difference you 
make in supporting each of our teams and programs. Together, we strive to inspire 
hope through action for animals, people and the environment. Please enjoy reading 
the highlights from our Roots & Shoots programs as well as our senior leaders below.

Ben Howes 
Roots & Shoots Volunteer  
and Program Manager



8Left and Top Right: Ben with the Roots & Shoots VIC team at Mud Island marine conservation event. Bottom Right: Sydney Zoo Reptile Event. Photos: Ben Howes
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 Resource Box

Our 2022 Resource Boxes were dispatched to 4000 primary and home schools 
nationally. Each Resource Box contained four books: 

Living Landscape – A journey through Australia’s rich and diverse Indigenous 
cultures (Vol 2) showcases a vibrant tapestry of different First Nation groups. 
All content is provided by the knowledge holders themselves as they share 
current projects and ancient wisdom, as well as a wealth of ‘Learn More’ 
opportunities to extend beyond the book onto other digital platforms. 

The Rivers & Wetlands of the Murray Darling Basin provides a history of the 
Basin, celebrating First Nation cultures, diving into early colonial history, and 
showcasing the boom and bust cycles of the river system across ancient to 
present times. 

Amazing Ecosystems explores many of the ecosystems and species that 
make our world so biologically rich. This book is designed to open young 
readers’ minds to some of the main ecosystems across our world via stunning 
photographs and simple text. 

Nature’s Tricks journeys through the amazing strategies of animals and 
plants around the world to discover how disguises and deception are used 
in the natural world. The book is divided into four main chapters: Defensive 
Camouflage, Hunting Camouflage, Mimicry, and Warning Displays. Prepare 
to spend hours pouring over the fabulous photographs to reveal the creatures 
hidden in plain sight. 

All four books are supported by lesson plans that strive to maximise the learning 
opportunities presented by each title. JGIA would like to thank the team from 
Petaurus Education for their expertise in developing this package. 

The Resource Box also offered the opportunity for schools to create their 
own ‘school forests’, a reforestation project in conjunction with our partner, 
WOODiWILD. Participants were given the opportunity to join the AIME Imagi-
nation University, and to enter multiple drawing and writing competitions. 
Furthermore, our collaboration with The University of Adelaide and Resilient 
Youth Australia allowed researchers to survey participants to measure the real 
and far-reaching benefits of the program.

This exceptional package was provided free to Australian schools thanks to the 
generous support of The Philips Foundation, Manaaki Foundation and the Don 
Hanson Charitable Foundation, to whom the Jane Goodall Institute Australia 
would like to extend our most sincere gratitude.

Abbie Mitchell 
Resources Manager | Education Programs



10Left: Books included in this year’s Roots & Shoots Resource Box. Top Right: Year 5 Students from Margate Primary School, Tasmania. Photo: Karen Harrland. Bottom Right: Volunteers working hard to ship boxes.
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  Mini Grants

This year has seen our most diverse year in the Mini Grants program, with projects 
in each state and territory of Australia for the first time, including supporting regional 
communities, and Indigenous and non-Indigenous community projects alike.

The Mini Grants 2023 cohort featured schools, community groups, non-profits, 
and a variety of different conservation activities, from community events like public 
meetings with a coalition of koala-specialised non-profits, to pollinator gardens! 

Unique highlights included a Bandicoot Corridor project in Tasmania that featured 
eucalyptus shelter, wildlife cameras and strategically planted undergrowth across 
the schoolyard, community sewn pouches for wildlife carers in Victoria, koala-
themed regional field days in Queensland, bird breeding boxes and worm farms 
across Western Australia, and a beach cleaning event in suburban beaches across 
the Northern Territory.

Congratulations to this year’s inspiring project winners! We are so excited to follow 
your changemaking success and look forward to supporting your continued mission 
to care for your local, national and global community.

Ben Howes 
Roots & Shoots Volunteer  
and Program Manager

Top: Mini Grants Northern Territory Casuarina Sands beach clean up event, Photo: Joanne Carroll
Bottom: Mini Grants Queensland Koala awareness and action day.
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  Partnership in Understanding, Global Pen Pal Program

In the 1980’s and 1990’s, Dr. Jane Goodall linked schools in the United Kingdom 
and the United Arab Emirates in a new cross-cultural program called ‘Partnerships 
in Understanding’. Early letters were written by students and exchanged across 
Roots and Shoots chapters. Years later, a team of Roots & Shoots leaders from 
JGI Australia & JGI Uganda, including Doreen Watsemba and Kim West, worked 
together to extend Jane’s vision across the world!

Designed initially to empower female students across the JGI network who 
were disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, the program has 
since grown to welcome all students from a majority of the world’s continents 
and continues to expand into Africa, Asia, Europe, South America, Australia and 
Pacific nations.

We are especially grateful to Kim West, Suzanne Van Alphen, Samantha Gerrie, 
Rabya Bhatia and all our generous PIU Global Pen Pal coordinators across the 
globe, who continue to contribute to making the program a success and connecting 
youth in friendships across the seas, enabling them to enrich their lives through 
exciting cultural and linguistic exchange!

  Learn more about our Global Alumni Networks and Pen Pal programs here.

Suzanne Van Alphen 
Pen Pal Coordinator

Samantha Gerrie 
Pen Pal Coordinator

Kim West 
Pen Pal Coordinator

Top: Roots and Shoots Uganda Pen Pals writing letters. Photo: JGI Uganda.
Bottom: Pen Pals Australia Facilitation Team meeting at Taronga Zoo. Photo: JGIA.

https://youtu.be/4axhwKVDi1M
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  Embrace the Wild

The Embrace the Wild program has continued to establish itself as a comprehensive, 
easily localised resource this year, with Roots & Shoots youth members and 
educators downloading the Embrace The Wild Resource Kit each week 
across Australia!

We have been particularly excited about the use of Embrace The Wild activities 
across NYLC emerging youth leadership retreats, to enhance the design and 
implementation of community events across south-eastern Australia and beyond! 

We look forward to integrating the Embrace the Wild learning sequences 
and educational activities into our programs in the new year, such as school 
presentations, and helping it inform brand new initiatives, like youth events at zoos 
across the country. This was exhibited by our pilot program this year at Sydney Zoo; 
in which Western Sydney participants completed a variety of nature-based activities 
from the Embrace the Wild Resource Kit throughout the year.

With a successful year of trialling activities and formats in locations across Australia, 
as well as feedback from our Roots & Shoots community, we look forward to 
further developing the Embrace The Wild Resource Kit activities into volunteer-led 
programs in the new year.

Ben Howes 
Roots & Shoots Volunteer  
and Program Manager

Top: Sydney Zoo NYLC in action creating Boomerang Bags. Photo: Ben Howes
Bottom: Mud brick hotel for blue-banded bees.
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  Rewild Your School Workshops

The ReWild Your School program follows a 10-part Action Plan (lesson sequence) 
to assist students to champion locally occurring animal species. We provide an 
engaging workshop or digital option, complete with a student workbook and 
teacher guide, to equip schools with the tools and knowledge to identify and 
improve habitat for their chosen Champion Animals. 

The program has a strong focus on sustainability. Our goal is to develop critical 
thinking as participants consider all aspects of a species’ ethology and needs, 
questioning how local conditions may impact it now and in the future, for example, 
by considering its fecundity, differing dietary requirements across its lifecycle, or 
locomotion. We demonstrate how to undertake and assess a habitat survey, and 
provide species-specific solutions to encourage schools to improve the habitat for 
their Champion Animal in their own school backyard. The program also develops 
monitoring and communication skills.

All schools are encouraged to take part in a planting day which allows them to 
create suitable habitat for their chosen Champion Animal. Across multiple classes, 
each representing a different species and their requirements, the ‘rewilding’ of the 
school grounds aims to appeal to local biodiversity more broadly. 

Following a successful pilot program funded by the Une Parkinson Foundation, we 
are excited to be further developing activities to integrate Indigenous perspectives, 
planting plans, and real world application via citizen science opportunities. This 
program has now launched and we are optimistic this fun, curriculum-aligned 
program will not only support science and geography outcomes, but develop 
intrinsic awareness in providing for nature.

Abbie Mitchell 
Resources Manager | Education Programs
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  National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC)

2022/2023 was another successful year for the NYLC. We celebrated the 
graduation of the 2022 cohort, farewelled Rebecca Morrows as a coordinator, 
and welcomed Phuong To as a 2023 coordinator. In February, our 2023 cohort 
commenced with 14 national members and 18 Western Sydney members, in a new 
partnership with Sydney Zoo.

The national cohort engaged in various activities, including peer learning sessions, 
socials, and professional development. We shared great experiences participating 
in quiz nights, exchanging gifts for Kindness Week, designing future programs during 
coffee chats, and sharing presentations during peer learning.

Two leadership retreats were held at Taronga Zoo and in Tasmania, featuring 
activities focused on nature well-being, planning, and leadership development. 
The Western Sydney participants enjoyed three workshops at Sydney Zoo. All 
participants engaged in monthly R&S meetings and the annual online conference. 
Participants also connected with our global community through the Asia-Pacific 
Youth Forum, and the developing R&S global alumni network.

The 4th Asia-Pacific Roots & Shoots Youth Summit, titled ‘Nature Now: Youth-Driven 
Solutions for a Better World’ was hosted in Taiwan to engage Roots & Shoots youth 
leaders in round table discussions and keynote presentations. Our NYLC attended 
virtually and enjoyed inspiring messages from Dr. Jane and Asia-Pacific speakers! 
Rebecca Walters delivered a stellar keynote on behalf of NYLC Australia titled ‘Case 
Studies: Sharing Roots & Shoots Local Environmental Initiatives’, highlighting NYLC 
insights and program learnings from NYLC Australia.

  Hear from one of our NYLC members here.

Rebecca Walters 
NYLC Coordinator

Phuong To 
NYLC Coordinator

Mary Pilkinton 
NYLC Coordinator

NYLC Coordinators group

https://youtu.be/mgNC0grEQVM
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  Sydney Zoo Youth Leadership Council

The inaugural run of Sydney Zoo’s Youth Leadership Council has marked a 
transformative and exceptional opportunity for the youth residing in western Sydney 
who may not have had access to such a program. This initiative has emerged as 
a groundbreaking venture, affording young individuals the chance to engage 
in meaningful extracurricular activities beyond the confines of their educational 
environment.

The joy and enthusiasm expressed by these participants were truly heartening, 
underscoring the significance of providing inclusive opportunities for personal  
growth and development. In our capacities as program coordinators, we have had 
the unique privilege of observing these young individuals undergo a remarkable 
transformation. Over the course of their involvement, we have witnessed their self-
assurance grow immensely, their leadership skills develop, and their passion for 
conservation deepen. It is immensely gratifying to see their burgeoning interest in 
environmental conservation and wildlife preservation, as it signifies a positive step 
toward nurturing future conservation leaders.

Furthermore, the impact of this program extends beyond the immediate 
participants. The ripple effect of their enhanced understanding of conservation 
principles, coupled with their newfound leadership skills, is evident within their 
communities. These young leaders are inspiring others to engage in conservation 
efforts and to become proactive agents of positive change.

This pilot run of this program has exceeded all expectations. The journey has 
been nothing short of extraordinary, and the impact on the lives of these young 
participants has been profound. We look forward to building upon this success 
and expanding the program’s reach, providing even more young individuals with 
the opportunity to cultivate leadership skills, foster a love for conservation, and 
contribute meaningfully to their communities and the environment at large.

Nabilah Chowdhury 
Sydney Zoo NYLC Coordinator

Ashleigh Kuznetsoff 
Sydney Zoo NYLC Coordinator

Top: Sydney Zoo NYLC 2023 group photo. 
Bottom: Sydney Zoo NYLC 2023 Weaving Event. Photos: Ben Howes.
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  Dear World

This year has been one of incredible growth for the Dear World™ project and its 
team. 2023 has seen the development of an amazing partnership with the Upschool 
team, the development of a global youth illustration challenge and, on Peace Day 
this year, the launch of our Presales registration page.

This included an exciting sample chapter that features a foreword from  
Dr Jane Goodall herself! In the space of a year, we have been able to get lots 
of new contributions from global change-makers from all seven continents, 
spanning projects that touch on all seventeen of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals!

This is a truly youth-led project, engaging young people in its development at every 
opportunity. We have an incredible young illustrator on board, creating cartoon-
style portraits of each of our contributors, and have received amazing social-media 
content from children, such as this video by a 10 year old!

We are really looking forward to the launch of our first publication in early 2024,  
and are excited about what the future holds for Dear World™.

  Discover the story behind Dear World and meet the team bringing it to life.

  Global Alumni Network

This year, we’ve had the privilege of witnessing the growth of the Global Youth 
Alumni Network from a small collection of R&S youth members to more than 100 
members from approximately 15 nations and counting! 

Facilitated by Roots & Shoots youth alumni from across the world, the Global Alumni 
network operates across several social media platforms, providing an opportunity 
for new alumni and JGI staff to meet together regularly, network professionally, 
and instigate global youth working groups based on their passions, interests 
and expertise.

Our first year saw professional development workshops focused on self-care and 
wellbeing, career development and trajectories, our inaugural global R&S Alumni 
Yearbook as a resource to connect members with similar expertise, and much more!

  Learn more about our Global Alumni Network and Pen Pal programs 

Dr Mahima Kalla 
Dear World Coordinator

Dr Nila Taylor  
Dear World Coordinator

Ben Howes 
Roots & Shoots Volunteer  
and Program Manager

Samantha Gerrie 
Global Alumni Network Coordinator

https://upschool.co/jane-goodall-institute-book-illustration-challenge/
https://upschool.co/dear-world-book/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v8ytL2nlhEgFLwHgvb-VIMyXG1hN2sDW/view
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Iutv7y51lbI
https://youtu.be/TFD1t9tMrJg
https://youtu.be/4axhwKVDi1M
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Top left: ‘Fifteen Trees for a Healthier Planet’ by Sophia. Top middle: Oliver’s Journey Home by Ysabella (Bella). 
Bottom left: Jane Goodall by Makedde and Arjun. Bottom middle: From Dream to Reality by Sana.
Top Right: Global Alumni Network Call Screenshot
Bottom Right: Youth Council members – 2023 networking event. Photo: Phuong To



19

  Roots & Shoots Community Activation

South Australia
The South Australian team had a big year full of fun events and workshops. These 
include regular clean-up events along the River Torrens with the help of local 
volunteers and students from Pembroke School.

The team also collaborated with Ecoversity (University of Adelaide) and the 
Adelaide Botanic Gardens to deliver sustainability workshops in recognition of World 
Environment Day and Sustainability Week. The SA team also hosted a range of 
nature-centric mindfulness activities as part of the South Australian Nature Festival 
and Return to Nature Program.

Congratulations to all involved in bringing this year to life!

Victoria
It has been such a joy to lead the Victorian community this past year, with countless 
environmental and community events, such as; 

  Numerous conservation events at the McCrae Yacht Club, including the launch 
of our Citizen Science Project, as a part of the Youth Volunteering for Nature 
Program with Parks Victoria and our Annual Clean Up Australia Day Event. 

  Two Mud Island conservation trips with Parks Victoria and the Friends of Mud 
Island, allowing our young leaders to engage in marine conservation and sea 
spurge removal in the middle of Port Phillip Bay. 

  Youth-led environmental workshops and stalls as a part of Port Phillip Ecocentre’s 
Annual School Sustainability Festival and the Learning for Sustainability 
Conference. 

We are excited to see the future of the Roots & Shoots Victoria community with 
continued growth in our partnerships, events, and team members. 

A huge thank you to our incredible team members across the state who continually 
make outstanding contributions to our Victorian team.

  Learn more about the Victoria Roots & Shoots beach clean up event here.

  Meet the Roots & Shoots Victoria team here.

Andrea Stiglingh  
Roots & Shoots South Australia State Coordinator

Jessica Vize 
Roots & Shoots Victoria State Coordinator

https://youtu.be/GLXlITny7WU
https://youtu.be/6rWyhRiy4l0
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Top left: Roots & Shoots South Australia River Clean-Up Event. 
Photo: Andrea Stiglingh
Bottom left: World Environment Day Workshop.  
Photo: Andrea Stiglingh
Right: Roots & Shoots Victoria Mud Island trip.Photo: Ben Howes
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Western Australia
Challenging problems within the Education Department made our job a little harder this 
year with an average of four teachers leaving the system each week. However, with 
the support of DEMETER who have now financed our projects for the last three years we 
were able to carry out some worthwhile projects.

We made available $2000.00 to the Numbat Project to finance a schools based 
education program.

We allocated $1500.00 to the Western Ground Parrot committee to develop an  
education program. As a result, a book titled “No Place Like Home” was published and 
eventually copies will be distributed to every Primary School in Western Australia. With 
the Ground Parrot, we also helped finance the translocation of a number of parrots by 
providing support to the volunteers. One of DEMETER’s requests was that we support 
Western Australian endangered species. Perth Zoo are currently breeding both these 
critically endangered species and we work closely with the Zoo in a number of areas.

Scouts WA also faced staffing problems and we are currently reactivating our 
partnership with them.

Some of our groups assisted the Lesmurdie Reforestation Group in planting 40,000 
trees. Our Murdoch University group is always active in beach cleanups, cleaning up 
local streams and lakes, and very active on campus.

Our Aged Care program has commenced, where we are twinning Roots & Shoots 
schools with Aged Care facilities with two visits per term. During one visit, the school 
goes to the village, and during the other, the aged care residents visit the school. 
Research in the USA has shown this program has strong benefits for both parties.

With the DEMETER grant we have supported schools with bee houses,  
compost tumblers and plants.

New South Wales
We are incredibly grateful for the year that has been in New South Wales - it’s been 
a year packed with exciting transitions!

  We farewelled K-Lynn Smith, who has served faithfully in the NSW State 
Coordinator role for almost seven years. She oversaw an incredible number of 
events, advocacy projects and campaigns in that time. Thank you K-Lynn for your 
wonderful service for animals, people and the environment! 

  New South Wales team members met at Sydney Zoo and Taronga Zoo in 
September and November for professional development, and team-building 
sessions, and to plan for the year ahead.

  New South Wales Roots & Shoots team members have been the primary driver 
of several new initiatives, including the Global Pen Pals program, Global Youth 
Alumni Network and the new NYLC cohort at Sydney Zoo.

  Finally, as we look to the new year, we are incredibly excited to welcome our 
new NSW State Coordinator Lit Wei Chin. We have loved getting to know him this 
year and look forward to collaborating with him in the new year.

Lit Wei reflects: My vision for Roots & Shoots is to inspire a generation of 
compassionate, empowered, and environmentally conscious young leaders in 
New South Wales who are deeply connected to nature and committed to making a 
positive impact for the people and the environment. We will be nurturing our young 
leaders through education programs, workshops, and mentorship to be well-
equipped and confident in creating a more sustainable world.
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Bill Waterer 
Roots & Shoots National and WA State Coordinator

Lit Wei Chin 
Incoming Roots & Shoots NSW State Coordinator

K-lynn Smith 
Outgoing Roots & Shoots NSW State Coordinator
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Top left: John Curtin College members at a Roots & Shoots stall. Photo: Bill Waterer
Bottom left: Roots & Shoots Stand at CREEK School Day in WA. Photo: Bill Waterer
Top right: NSW members gathering at Taronga Zoo for a team building day. Photo: Ben Howes 
Bottom right: NSW members at Taronga Zoo for a team building day. Photo: Ashleigh Kuznetsoff
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Tasmania
2023 in Tasmania has been a year of firsts! We continue to be amazed at the growth 
in our volunteer community and Roots & Shoots school network, both of which have 
continued to grow and strengthen in our state this year.

  We hosted the inaugural TAS/VIC/ACT NYLC Leadership Retreat in Nipaluna/
Hobart in September, and were excited to host State Coordinators and NYLC 
members from across southeastern Australia for professional development and 
team-building exercises, held at the University of Tasmania

  We built our working knowledge of sustainable fruit and vegetable growing 
through volunteering at a permaculture event at Source Foods Community 
Garden in Nipaluna/Hobart, including a truly home-grown lunch with 
local residents

  We celebrated the efforts of all our NYLC and Roots & Shoots members across 
the state, including NYLC peer-learning presentations from our NYLC members 
Florence, Charlie and Abbie.

  Finally, it was an incredible pleasure to be accepted as the Australian 
representative member of the upcoming Darwin200 global voyage! The 
planetary conservation initiative involves a real-life replica of the tallship HMS 
Beagle, supporting marine conservation efforts locally and internationally.

Queensland
For the Queensland Roots & Shoots team, 2023 has been dedicated to the Koala. 
We partnered with local individuals and organisations working on the front line of 
koala and wildlife preservation awareness.

Some of our proud achievements this year include:

  Holding a public community awareness event about the Koala in the small town 
of Crow’s Nest, Queensland. Speakers included an experienced veterinary nurse, 
our own Environmental Scientist Daniel Reid, and guest speakers from Griffith 
University and the Queensland Koala Crusaders. Eighty people attended this 
event, including local council members.

  Hosting a public field day event for private landholders where we showcased a 
beginning koala fodder farm and then viewed an established habitat corridor. 
We visited two properties in the Crow’s Nest area. We also had a demonstration 
from ‘Bear’, a working koala detection dog. Fourty people attended this event.

  Assisting with fencing protection for existing tree regrowth on a private property. 
This regrowth will support an existing wildlife corridor.

  Debbie Tanzer, with the help of JGIA, arranged for 35 laptops to be donated to 
the students of Tanzania.

The Queensland Roots & Shoots team hopes to continue being on the ground, 
supporting our everyday people to see the power in themselves to make a 
difference. Together, we can.

Vineeta Gupta  
Roots & Shoots Tasmanian State Coordinator

Miranda Braakhuis 
Roots & Shoots Queensland State Coordinator

Debbie Tanzer 
Roots & Shoots Darling Downs and South West Queensland 
State Coordinator
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Left: Tasmania and Victoria NYLC leaders at permaculture event in Hobart. Photo: Phuong To
Top right: Crows Nest Field Day focused on Koala conservation. Photo: Miranda Braakhuis
Bottom middle: Miranda and Bear - a trained koala detection dog. Photo: Miranda Braakhuis
Bottom right: Roots & Shoots team member Dan and a guest chatting at a Roots & Shoot Queensland 
event. Photo: Miranda Braakhuis
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Gombe Stream Research Centre
$10,000 AUD raised

Continuing Jane’s legacy through 
research and conservation. This year 
JGI Australia supported core operations 
through the funding of a dedicated 
videographer’s salary. 

Tanzania

Tchimpounga Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Center
$42,670 AUD raised

A second chance for rescued 
chimpanzees. This year JGI Australia 
helped to care for the sanctuary’s more 
than 120 chimpanzees by contributing to 
the facility’s daily operational costs.

Republic
of Congo

  Africa Programs Overview

Through our Africa programs, we work to ensure healthy, stable, viable, and 
culturally and ecologically diverse populations of chimpanzees are living in  
peaceful coexistence with thriving human communities.

Orphaned juvenile chimpanzees and their dedicated carers at Tchimpounga Chimpanzee 
Rehabilitation Center, Republic of Congo. Photo: Fernando Turmo, JGI

Glori, one of the newest members of the famous ‘G’ Family of Gombe Stream National Park, 
Tanzania, who trace back to the early days of Dr. Jane Goodall’s research. Photo: Steve Lihedule
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Uganda
$63,202 AUD raised

Empowering girls 
and women through 
education to protect 
chimpanzees and 
their habitats. 

This year JGI Australia provided 
schools and women’s groups with 
workshops and sewing machines to 
make their own reusable menstrual pads. 

Uganda

Rwanda
Through an exciting 
new partnership with 
Nyungwe Management 
Company, this year 
JGI Australia began 
contributing to the long-term 
protection of Rwanda’s chimpanzees. 

We’re helping build local research 
and monitoring capacity by providing 
on site training, and together we’re 
currently developing the country’s first 
chimpanzee conservation action plan.

Rwanda

Musée Vivant
$63,202 AUD raised

Changing the lives of five captive chimpanzees 
in Burundi through infrastructure upgrades and 
daily care improvements. 

This year JGI Australia funded the construction 
of two new indoor enclosures, the salary of a 
specialist carer, medical care, and food.

Burundi

A subadult male chimpanzee from the Mayebe chimpanzee community in 
Nyungwe National Park, Rwanda. Photo: Natasha Coutts, JGIA

Girls and teachers attending the reusable sanitary pad training workshop 
facilitated by JGI Uganda. Photo: JGI Uganda

A completed new indoor enclosure for the captive 
chimpanzees. Photo: Natasha Coutts, JGIA
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  Case Study

Lydia

How has your participation in the Girls’ & Women’s Empowerment Program 
impacted your life and your community in Uganda?

My heart is filled-up with gratitude to meet with JGI Staff. My life has never  
remained the same ever since I got to know this organisation and the good program 
you have trained me on. I am a member of the women’s group formed by The Jane 
Goodall Institute in Budongo, Uganda. I have had trainings and support as well. The 
making of reusable sanitary pads is one training I have benefited from and also a 
training which gears towards sustainable livelihood. 

How has your participation affected the dynamics within your family,  
particularly in terms of gender roles and empowerment?

I am a single mother, and I am raising these children by myself. I used to think that 
providing the basic needs in a home is a man’s role until I got into the women’s group 
and learnt to stand strong as a pillar. My husband abandoned I and the children 
some years back and I am raising these children single-handedly. Irene is my 
daughter, and I am the one struggling to pay her school fees and taking care of her 
child as well. We live in this home, the three of us, with no man and we are happy.

In what ways do you see your daughter’s experiences and opportunities  
through the program differ from your own when you were her age?

There is a very big generational gap between I and my daughter and also our levels 
of intelligence. I am fourty four years old and she is sixteen years old. She is very 
assertive, bold and more eloquent compared to how I was at her age. To me, I want 
to say the training she has been attending has really impacted on her. A case in point 
was when she went for commemoration of world environment day when she was 
in primary school. Her performance of music, dance, and drama on that day was 
overwhelming.

How has your daughter’s involvement in the program influenced her aspirations 
and goals for the future, compared to what you had envisioned for yourself or your 
daughters at her age?

I would like to admit the fact that if it were only for me, when she conceived her 
daughter in year six, I knew that was the end of it. Fortunately, when teacher 
Margaret of JGI’s Roots and Shoots program in her primary school requested to 
take her for girls’ empowerment training, she became a totally different person. 
The most interesting part is how she loves to study and become a vibrant leader, 
and she is very proud to talk to other girls even about being a child mother, as she 
encourages others like her to be in school. My hopes have been restored and now I 
believe ‘I can’.

Can you describe any specific changes in yours and your daughter’s confidence, 
self-esteem, or leadership abilities that you attribute to her participation in the 
program, and how do you think these changes will shape her life differently 
from your own?

‘She is a man’ she giggles. My daughter was a very shy and reserved girl. But as you 
can see now, very eloquent, and outspoken. She looks into your face while talking to 
you which is considered characters not deemed fit for women in the society we come 
from. I wish her dream to become a leader comes true even when I am not alive, 
and I would humbly request that the Jane Goodall Institutes’ Girls Empowerment  
Program continues and extends to very many girls. My days are gone, though I feel I 
will never remain the same because I feel I am using fully my energy now.
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Lydia with the cocoa fruit tree she received from JGI Uganda. Photo: JGI Uganda
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  Support Us

Please consider joining JGIA in our efforts to inspire Australian grassroots action through Roots & Shoots and our education 
programs, and in Africa, where conservation is critical to stop the decline in great ape populations and forests.

There are many ways you can support our work:

Donate
Your tax-deductible donation helps prevent the loss of  
endangered species and supports community action.  
Make a one-off donation

Make a Monthly Gift
Monthly giving allows you to make a difference every day.  
This is also the most convenient and cost-effective way to donate.  
Make a monthly gift

Become a Chimp Guardian
By symbolically adopting an endangered chimpanzee at 
Tchimpounga you protect wild, orphaned and injured chimps,  
plus you are helping the victims of illegal hunting and the 
commercial trade. Sponsor a chimpanzee

Leave a Bequest and be a  
Part of Dr. Jane’s Legacy
Help protect chimpanzees and other great apes for the next 
generation by including JGIA in your will. Making a gift to JGIA  
as part of your legacy planning will make a lasting difference to  
our work. Leave a gift in your will

 Enter a Corporate or Business 
Partnership
Your organisation can make a difference by becoming a partner, 
which not only helps fund our vital programs, but also helps build 
positive internal and external perceptions of your brand. Your 
contributions can include cash support via your foundation, pro 
bono support, workplace giving or even sponsorship that meets 
your business objectives. Become a JGIA partner

Join Roots & Shoots
Education is key and Roots & Shoots inspires young people to 
connect with others around animals, people and the environment 
to give them hope for the future. Join Roots & Shoots

Volunteer
We are always on the lookout for skilled volunteers to assist in our 
operations. Donate your time

https://janegoodall.nationbuilder.com/donate?_ga=2.103476293.430141667.1664259182-1445111302.1632712357
https://janegoodall.nationbuilder.com/donate?_ga=2.103476293.430141667.1664259182-1445111302.1632712357
https://janegoodall.org.au/chimp-guardian/
https://www.janegoodall.org.au/bequests/
https://www.janegoodall.org.au/partners
https://janegoodall.nationbuilder.com/rootsnshoots-sign-up
https://www.janegoodall.org.au/volunteer
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  Our Operations

In the 2022/2023 financial year, JGIA continued its commitment to conservation 
and education, navigating challenges and seizing opportunities for growth. Despite 
these circumstances, we successfully completed the final phase of our 10-year 
strategic plan, aiming to increase funding for our African projects and empower 
young Australians for impactful local change.

JGIA strengthened its revenue base across Africa program areas, achieving a 4.7% 
increase in annual contributions to JGI Africa programs, totaling $117,972. The 2022/23 
Africa program donations brought JGIA’s total contributions since 2013/14 to $821,991.

During this period, we faced a tougher environment for charitable giving and 
partnerships, resulting in a revenue decline. For the 2022/23 financial year, we 
recorded an operating loss of $107,207. Nevertheless, our strategic focus on 
building a strong base of empowered young Australians making change locally was 
evident in the success of our programs, partnerships, and collaborations.

Roots & Shoots Australia had a remarkable year, expanding its reach across all 
states and territories for the first time. The National Youth Leadership Council 
(NYLC) flourished, engaging in mentoring, leadership retreats, and peer-to-peer 
learning. Innovative projects, such as Global Pen Pals and the Dear World initiative, 
showcased the creativity and global connectivity of our youth community. Our 
flagship project, the Roots & Shoots Resource Box Program, reached 4,000 schools 
nationally. The Mini Grants program supported diverse conservation projects across 
all states and territories. Additionally, we completed our new ReWild Your School 
program, set to roll out in schools from January 2024.

In 2023, we also celebrated the launch of our revamped JGIA website, consolidating 
our Australian and African programs into a single digital platform. Aligned with JGI’s 
new brand guidelines, this unified website reflects our commitment to presenting a 
cohesive narrative that seamlessly integrates our initiatives across both regions.

As we reflect on the past year, we celebrate our accomplishments amid challenges. 
The 2023-2026 Strategic Plan, developed this year, aligns with our commitment 
to conservation, education, and empowering young leaders. We are optimistic 
about the next chapter for JGIA and are set to make significant inroads into the 
conservation and education sectors.

Other achievements for the 2021/2022 financial year included:

The number of NYLC 
members grew by 100% The number of Pen Pal 

nations grew by 150%

Annual contributions 
to our Africa Programs 

grew by 4.7%

Roots & Shoots active 
volunteers grew by 80%

Roots & Shoots active 
teams grew by 30%

Mini Grant projects expanded 
their reach to every state and 

territory for the first time

Extended our African program work to 
include Rwanda, where we are contributing 

to the development of the country’s inaugural 
chimpanzee conservation action plan
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  Bill Waterer Award 2023

Miranda Braakhuis & Debbie Tanzer
We are delighted to announce Miranda Braakhuis and Debbie Tanzer as the joint 
recipients of the 2023 Bill Waterer Award.

Their outstanding collaborative leadership in Queensland, evident through the 
execution of large-scale community events and strategic partnerships with key 
conservation organisations, has truly set them apart. While their individual strengths 
contribute uniquely to our team, it is their joint efforts that have left an indelible mark 
on our community.

We celebrate Miranda and Debbie for their remarkable achievements and look 
forward to witnessing their continued impact. Congratulations!
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Photo: Luke Stambouliah
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  Our 2022-2023 Team

Our Board
Simon Duffy:  Board Chair (until April 2023)

Tim lo Surdo:  Board Chair (from June 2023)

Michelle Shepherd:  Deputy Chair

Emma Pollard: Company Secretary

Anna Chung: Treasurer (until March 2023)

Laura Wedmaier:  Treasurer (from March 2023)

Zara Bending:  Director

Amelia Swan: Director

Hugh Wareham: Director

Dan Smith: Director   

Nick Boyle: Director

Mark Holton:  Director 

Board Observers
Daniella Dickson

Barbara Cole 

Zane Pratt

Staff
James Forbes: Chief Executive Officer

Marileze Buys:  General Manager | Operations and Programs

Ralph Scott:  Finance Manager

Natasha Coutts: Africa Programs Manager

Laura Brewster: Fundraising and Communications Manager

Abbie Mitchell: Resources Manager | Education Programs

Ben Howes:   Roots & Shoots Australia Volunteer  
and Programs Manager

Jessica Oliver:  Fundraising and Communications Coordinator

Key Volunteers
Robyn Hittmann:  Administration Coordinator

Victoria Batchelor:  Chimp Guardian Coordinator

Keetu Rajalingh:  Administration Coordinator

Anders Alexander:  Graphic Design Support
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State Coordinators
Bill Waterer:   Roots & Shoots National  

and WA State Coordinator

Debbie Tanzer, Miranda Braakhuis Queensland Roots & Shoots State   
& Peta Wilson:  Coordinators

Ben Howes, Arshini Wanninayake:  Victoria Roots & Shoots State Coordinators 
& Jessica Vize

K-lynn Smith & Lit Wei Chin:  NSW Roots & Shoots State Coordinator

Andrea Stiglingh:  SA Roots & Shoots State Coordinator

Vineeta Gupta:  Tasmanian Roots & Shoots State Coordinator

Ellie Zillfleisch:  ACT Roots & Shoots State Coordinator

Joanne Carroll:  NT Roots & Shoots State Coordinator

National Youth Leadership Council
Mary Pilkinton:  National Youth Leadership Council Coordinator

Rebecca Walters:  National Youth Leadership Council Co-Coordinator

Bec Morrow:  National Youth Leadership Council Co-Coordinator

Andrea Stiglingh:  National Youth Leadership Council Co-Coordinator

Vineeta Gupta: National Youth Leadership Council Co-Coordinator

Ben Howes: National Youth Leadership Council Co-Coordinator

National Youth Leaders
Jamison Borg (SA), Miranda Braakhuis (QLD), Nabilah Chowdury (NSW), Meg 
Cummins (NSW), Lizzie Doyle (SA), Samantha Gerrie (NSW), Cassie Howell (NSW), 
Bronte Hudson (NSW), Megan Jenssen (SA), Ashleigh Kuznetsoff (NSW), Sophia Lark 
(NSW), Samantha Lovett (NSW), Elizabeth Punshon (VIC), Phuong To (VIC), Jessica 
Vize (NSW), Suzanne Van Alphen (NSW), Ellie Zillfleisch (ACT)

Sydney Zoo NYLC Coordinators
Nabilah Chowdhury and Ashleigh Kuznetsoff

Mini Grants Coordinators
Caitlin Phipps and Anna Slotnick

Global Pen Pal Coordinators
Kim West, John Kamarareid, Rabya Bhatia, Maddie Gosden,  
Debbie Tanzer and Suzanne Van Alphen

National Campaign Coordinators
Mahima Kalla*, Nila Taylor and Alex Lay

Dear World Coordinators
Dr Mahima Kalla and Dr Nila Taylor

Global Alumni Network
Samantha Gerrie: Global Alumni Network Coordinator

Ben Howes:  Roots & Shoots Volunteer & Program Manager

Return To Nature Coordinators
Andrea Stiglingh, Bec Morrow, Rebecca Walters and Vineeta Gupta

We thank each of our wonderful key volunteers and extend our immense gratitude to 
the many R&S volunteers and members across Australia who work hard each day to 
make a difference for animals, people and the environment.
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  Our Proud Partners and Generous Sponsors

JGIA is grateful to the individuals, foundations and businesses whose contributions to saving chimpanzees, 
helping communities and supporting young Australians, is making the world better for all. 

Education Partners
Cool Australia

University of Adelaide

Resilient Youth Australia

Petaurus Education

AIME

Guardians of Earth

UpSchool

Corporate Partners  
& Donors
Allen & Overy

Baker + McKenzie

Docusign

Earth Choice

Goodwill Wines

Illuminate Personal Growth

PM Legal Services & Consultancy

Proxima Information 
Technology Solutions

Artipoppe

Atlassian

Conservation and 
Community Partners
Landcare

Parks Victoria

Melbourne Water

Scouts Australia

Taronga Conservation Society

Sydney Zoo

Nyungwe Management 
Company|African Parks

WoodiWild

Zoos SA

Conservation Landholders Tasmania

 

Philanthropic Partners
Manaaki Foundation

Phillips Foundation

Une Parkinson Foundation

Yulgilbar Foundation

Don Hanson Charitable Foundation

Paradice Foundation

Demeter Foundation
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Major Donors  
& Peak Society Members
Elizabeth  Croft

Conos Family

Dick & Pip Smith Foundation

Jo Lienart McKay

Joanna Collins AM & Rickard Collins AM

Nola Criddle Foundation

Norman Family Office

Katharine & Ruby Davis-Rice

Daniela Osiander 

Emily Simpson

Forrest Family Foundation

Debby Cox

Cannon-Brookes Foundation

Clare Cannon

Sustainable ESG

Karen Forbes

Government Grants 
Melbourne Water

Parks Victoria

Department of Social Services

Department of Education, 
Skills & Employment

JGIA Lifetime Members 
Amelia Swan

Andrew O’Keeffe

Anna Chung

Denise Rado

Leigh Findlay

Michelle Shepherd

Nancy Moloney

Ruth Mitchell

Sandra Day

Simon Duffy

Teresa Crich

Tony Swales

Zara Bending
Orphaned juvenile chimpanzees  
at Tchimpounga Chimpanzee 
Rehabilition Center, Republic of Congo. 
Photo: Fernando Turmo.
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